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Future Studies

Hindsight: The ability to learn and reflect from past successes 
and mistakes allowing a better understanding of our present

Insight: The Ability to interpret and respond to current situation 
based on the hindsight and foresight.

Foresight: The ability to predict and prepare possible futures. 











Envisioning Post-pandemic 
World

(1) The pandemic 
will strengthen the 
state and reinforce 

nationalism

(2) The shift in power 
and influence from 

West to East.

(3) A world that is 
less open, less 

prosperous, and less 
free.

(4) Companies will 
now rethink and 

shrink the multistep, 
multicountry supply 

chains. 

(5) Many countries 
will have difficulty 
recovering, with 

state weakness and 
failed states.

(6) Religious Practice 
Will Never be the 

Same

(7) Education will be 
more flexible

(8) Tech firms will 
become more 

powerful

(9) Change of 
Lifestyle and Global 
Health Awakening

(10) The power of 
the Human Spirit



Future 
Scenarios 

Post 
Pandemic

1. State capitalism, 2. Barbarism, 
3. State socialism 4. Mutual aid.

1. Zombie Apocalypse, 2. the 
Needed Pause, 3. Global Health 
Awakening 4. the Great Despair .

1. Regression and Devolution, 2. 
Status Quo or Business as Usual 
3. Evolution or Revolution. 



The New Hijrah of Muslim Ummah

15th century

1970s: imagining and expecting the 
advent of the 15th century of Hijrah (21st 
November 1979) the Awakening and 
Revival of Muslim Ummah.

16th Century

The real awakening of Muslim Ummah 
(28 November 2076).



Used Futures of Muslim Ummah

Political instability 
and bad 

governance 

Incompetent 
management and 

injustice of the 
judiciary

Unending internal 
conflicts, chaos and 

authoritarianism

Economic 
deprivation and 

dependency upon 
the West

Inequalities 

The culture of 
bribery, corruption 

and abuse of 
authority 

Cultural slavery 
Serious phenomena 

of  social ills 

Educational and 
intellectual 
mediocrity

Backwardness in 
scientific and 
technological 
productivity

Political impotence, 
incompetency and 
ostentation of the 

O.I.C.

Environmental 
neglect and poor 
urban planning 

Poor healthcare 
services, 

Massive forced 
migration 



USED FUTURES OF ISLAMIC 
MOVEMENTS

Often characterized as anti-modern or as driven by a pre-modern 
ideology posing a threat to the Western way of life. 

Huntington- ‘re-Islamization’ 

Lewis- ‘rejection of Western civilisation’

“Extremist”, “fanaticism,” “fundamentalist,” “international 
terrorism” 



How Muslims Respond to Pandemic: 
Historical Perspective

• The Black Death united the population of medieval Damascus.

• The people fasted and some slept in mosques, spending the night praying. On 
Friday, the inhabitants emerged encompassing the entire population of Damascus 
– the Jews, Christians, Samaritans, elderly, children, poor, rulers, notables, and 
judges. Ibn Kathīr “it was a memorable day” (yawm mashhūd).

• Everyone, including the ruling elite, humbled themselves before God.

(Ibn Kathīr, al-Bidāya wa’l-nihāya) 5th June 1348/ 7 Rabiulawal 749H.

• Al-Bidlīsī (d. 1520) stressed the importance of protecting the Muslim community 
and advises Muslim rulers to prevent populations from being exposed to the 
plague. (Public Health, the State, and Religious Scholarship: Considering 
sovereignty in Idrīs al-Bidlīsī’s arguments for fleeing the plague)

• Sultan Aḥmad al-Manṣūr (r. 1578-1603) letter to his son Abu Faris. If the plague 
appears, close off the area and leave safely and soundly to avoid risk of further 
spread. (Abū al-ʿAbbās Aḥmad b. Khālid al-Nāṣirī, Kitāb al-istiqṣā li-akhbār duwal
al-Maghrib al-aqṣā, Vol. 5 (Casablanca: Dār al-Kitāb, 1997).



Impact on Economy: Historical 
Perspective
• The Black Death in the Middle East, Syria and the Byzantine 

Empire including Constantinople and Asia. In Egypt, it has 
been estimated that roughly one-quarter to one-third of the 
population died. 

• The aftermath of the Justinian Plague and Black Death have 
stimulated agricultural productivity, the urban economy, 
and long-distance trade by creating demand for income 
elastic goods, both domestic and imported.

Şevket Pamuk & Maya Shatzmiller, Plagues, Wages and 
Economic Change in the Islamic Middle East, 700-1500, 74 
The Journal of Economic History 196 (2014).



Possible Futures

COVID-19 will fast-forward the fourth industrial revolution and 
digitalization. 

Whether the Islamic movements will recover and will successfully 
integrate themselves into the general socio-political stream?

Whether Islamic movements can learn, unlearn, relearn, co-learn 
and take advantage from the Pandemic? 

Whether Islamic movements are still relevant?



Future 
Scenarios 

1: Business 
as Usual

No change. 

Blame others for triggering the 
pandemic. Conspiracy theory. 

Endless Debate on whether the 
outbreak was divine punishment or 
not.

Provide advice on how to avoid 
contracting the virus.



Futures 
Scenario 
2: Failure 

and Crisis

Situation that we have not yet seen.

Failure of Islamic movements leads to a number 
of regime changes and creates new dictatorship.

Deep recessions happen and many Islamic 
movements experience financial difficulties. 

The pandemic exacerbates Islamophobia.

The birth of new form of terrorism due to the 
pandemic and economic crisis.



Future 
Scenario 3: 

Progressive, 
Idealist but 

Realist

Social Movements which are inclusive and 
universal.

A response to socioeconomic and political 
conditions 

Grassroots activists

Combine social work and political activism 

Winning the hearts and minds of people



Strategic Futures of Islamic Movement

The identity of Islamic 
movement

Dawah, educational 
functions and political 

work.

Intellectual 
transformation. Eg. 

perception of the modern 
state. 

Reassess their 
organizational structures. 

Eg. to avoid elitism.

Working within local, 
regional and international 

frameworks.

“Qualification 
essentials”: Intellectual 
updating, ability to think 
critically, and ability to 

introduce strategic 
planning.

The need for partnership 
and political 

reconciliation between 
the various social and 

political powers. 

Institutionalised self-
criticism and skills: 

Tracing and rectifying 
erroneous decisions, 

strategic planning, and 
intellectual updating.



Focus of Islamic Movement: Post-
Pandemic

Islamic Unity

Excellent 
Relationship with 

Non-Muslim 
Communities

New Breed of 
Leaders

Entertainment 
Industry

Architecture and 
Environmental 

Design

Healthcare 
Services

Sound Islamic 
Legal System 
and Structure

New Strength 
and Solidarity

Stronger 
Economic and 

Financial 
Resources

Good 
Governance

Education and 
Transformation

ICT and Da'wah
Science and 
Technology


